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PEEFACE. 



A FEW years ago, Mothers' Meetings were com- 
parative novelties; now in many large towns they 
form no unimportant part of parochial work. 

But I would gladly see them still more widely 
established both in town and country, for they supply 
a formerly uncared-for want, in giving to the busy 
Mother a time for quiet leisure and refreshment of 
mind, which she with her many cares so greatly 
needs. 

No elaborate or expensive machinery is requisite to 
set a Mothers' Meeting on foot. A neat (not neces- 
sarily large) cottage room with a fire and a few chairs 
may be hired for a few pence weekly, and there is 
scarcely a parish or district so poor as to be unable 
to famish both a suitable room and the small funds 
required. It is a great secret of success to begiriy at 
any rate, in a very simple way. 

Materials for needlework are often distributed 
among the members of a Mothers' Meeting, but 
this though a good and useful plan is not absolutely 
essential, especially in small gatherings: for it is well 



Digitized by 



Google 



VI PREFACE. 

to remember tliat to the working woman, a quiet 
hour spent in listening only is no evil; but on the 
contrary a rest and rare luxury to both body and 
mind. 

And as " the one thing needful " should ever stand 
first, it has been my endeavour in the following 
readings to point out in simple language the exceed- 
ing comfort and power of Christ's Religion, and that 
in Him alone can all who toil and strive find true rest 
and joy. 

His tenderest words when He was upon earth were 
for those who labour, for He was, and is, the Light of 
the world, the busy work-a-day world, of which not 
'perfected saints, but homely men and women, form so 
large a part. These may find that household cares 
and noblest work may alike be brightened by the 
thought, that their Lord is not a God afar off, but a 
Saviour daily and hourly at hand to comfort and 
bless. 
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BEIIGION IN A BUSY LIFE. 



A BUSY LIFE ! There is scarcely a mother who will 
not say without hesitation, " Ah, that kind of life is 
mine ! '* And truly it is a rare, and perhaps almost 
impossible thing for a good mother to be idle. 
From morning to night her hands, and her head also, 
are employed in a hundred ways on her husband's 
and children's behalf. Indeed, there is much truth 
in the saying, that "Woman's work is never done J* 
For in a mother's case, it is often but turning from 
one sort of w^rk to another, as for instance when 
her morning of "stirring about" work is finished, 
and she can sit down quietly, there is still a shirt 
to mend or a frock to darn, and the children come 
in from school full of little wants that only " mother" 
can supply, and thus her busy day slips on, each 
hour bringing something for her hands to do. 

And, then, there is the head work, the thinking 
work, of which every mother has so much. She has 
to consider how she can lay out her husband's wages 
to the best advantage — how she may manage to pay 
the rent, and yet provide breakfasts, dinners and 
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suppers for the tribe of hungry little ones every day 
in the week. Her children, too, are growing fast, 
and it takes no small amount of careful thought to 
contrive and plan the clothes of each one. And when 
it is time to see about getting the elder ones out 
in the world, — how much anxious thought is hers 
then ! Often she lies awake, thinking how she shall 
obtain this place that she has heard of for her girl, 
or get her boy apprenticed to the trade on which he 
has set his heart. 

But it is scarcely necessary to go on. Enough has 
already been said to show, how all this head work 
and hand work combined, make up from day to day 
the busy life of mothers. 

You who are mothers know the reality of what I 
have tried to describe, for this busy life is yours. 
But I do not think you would care to change it for 
any other. A true mother never thinks any toil too 
great for her children. Besides which, work is one of 
the laws of God's world. Our active limbs and busy 
brains were not given us for nothing. EacE hiunan 
being is sent into the world to work, — ^in different 
ways perhaps, but still in some way, and if any try- 
to escape this law and live in idleness, the punishment 
(in part at least) follows at once, for an idle life is 
always an unhappy one. I remember reading a story 
about a young prince, who was fortunate enough, as 
some people would think, to be surrounded by every- 
thing that could give him pleasure. But one day he was 
found crying by his tutor, because — ^he had nothing to do. 
And so it will always be. Amusement alone can never. 
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RELIGION IN A BUSY LIFE. 3 

give happiness, but good honest hearty work is tolerably 
sure to bring with it the reward of a light heart. 

We have seen, then, that a busy life is the right 
life for us to lead ; so now, I will go on to say a word 
about a most important subject, and that is Eeligion. 
O let yout busy lives be also religious lives. Never 
think that because you are so busy, you need not and 
cannot be religious. You say perhaps, "I have so 
little time now to think about God and my own soul. 
Some day I shall have more leisure, and then I can 
fix my thoughts on another world." I might say to 
you, that that leisure time to which you are looking 
forward may never come. The quiet years of old 
age may never be yours. Death may summon you 
away, as he has many another, in the prime of life. 
But that after all is not the point in question. Is 
religion, then, only meant for people who have 
leisure ? If that were necessary for being a Christian, 
why did not our Saviour when He was upon earth 
preach the Gospel of the Kingdom to those only who 
had nothing to do with work ? — and these would be 
the old and infirm, those who were sick or laid aside 
from active employment by some bodily affiction, the 
rich and idle who had only too much time on their 
hands. 

But was this the case? No, for we read that 
Jesus Christ's first disciples were men who kiiew 
what work was. They " toiled " in fishing, spending 
whole nights on the sea to gain a livelihood, and the 
word "toil** means more than simple wdrk, it is hard, 
laborious work. 
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And among the earliest believers were Martha and 
Mary, women who were not rich, but who served or 
waited on guests with their own hands. Above all, 
was not the Blessed among women our Lord's mother, 
a working woman, the wife of a carpenter, one who 
had household cares, and probably the busy life that 
women now-a-days lead? Surely, then, it is possible 
for people leading busy lives at the present time to be 
religious ; nay, I believe that the busier the life, the 
more need of religion. What is religion ? It is love 
of God, love of the Saviour, and of all the world 
because they are our brethren. Then, is not a working 
woman in need of a love to support and cheer her, the 
love that is between her and her God ? She may, if she 
will, have the happy restful thought in her heart, that 
He is a Father watching over her with the tenderest 
love, — love that is tenderer even than her love for her 
children. That the Saviour who died to save her and 
her dear ones, is also a Friend and Brother always at 
hand to feel for her in every sorrow and anxiety, for 
was not He the Man of Sorrows ? 

She will find more happiness in bringing up her 
children, if she remembers that they are God's 
children too, and that He has lent them to her as a 
precious loan, that she may train them for Him. 

She will be a better mother for being a religious 
woman, if only for one simple reason, and that is, that 
she will be b, praying mother. She will turn to God 
in all her difficulties about her children, and seek His 
counsel, and none ever went to Him in vain. 

do not live any longer without Him who is saying 
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to you day by day "Give me thine heart.'* Only 
give Him that, and what comfort and happiness may 
be your portion even in this world. For none can be 
truly happy if they are strangers to God. 

But is there anything that keeps you back from a 
religious life, from beginning at once to ** walk with 
God?" 

Perhaps it may be the thought of your past sim 
that holds you back from Him. never let sins come 
between you and God. " While we were yet sinners^ 
Christ died for us." He died to save you. He offers 
pardon freely, and you may come to Him at once, 
and only say, 

" Just as I am without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me. 
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come." 

He will forgive all who hate their sins, and believe 
that His blood can wash them out. 

Perhaps you say ^'I cannot hate my sins as I 
ought." Ah, that is a difficulty to us all. But only 
think for a moment of His great love in dying for 
you. You cannot help loving Him in return when 
you think of the Cross, and if you love Him, you will 
hate your sins, because they grieve and wound Him, 
and so you will at least try to forsake them. 

The danger is, in putting off all such thoughts. O 
do not delay any more. If you have wandered away 
from your loving Father and have lived apart from 
Him, be sure that He is only longing to have you 
back again in His safe keeping. 
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6 RELIGION IN A BUSY LIFE. 

Still apart from the thoTight of our past sins, there 
may be yet difficulties in ihe way of religion entering 
into a busy life. 

Perhaps some will say, "I do not live without God, 
I like to think about Him sometimes, but I should 
find it so hard to remember Him in the midst of my 
work. That is enough to engage my whole attention.'* 
True, but still there are moments of time even in the 
busiest day, when our hearts may lift themselves up 
to God, and when our tired minds may rest for a little 
while on the thought of a Father's love, just as a tired 
child will rest in his mother's lap. 

There was once a good man who made it his prayer 
that he might continually remember the presence of 
God. Shall we make that prayer ours P It will not 
make you gloomy and sad, but bright and happy, to 
be able to say with David "I am alway by Thee, 
Thou hast holden me by my right hand;" and with 
the disciples of old, " Abide with us." 

Abiding ! Yes, that is what we want our religion 
to be; not put on now and then, not laid aside 
altogether, until sickness or old age comes, but the 
guide and support of each day of our busy life. 

And life is only oiie long day, at the close of which 
each of us must lie down and sleep the sleep of death. 
Only One can be with us in death, and that One is 
Christ. Shall we not then learn to know Him now, 
that so we may not fear, but rejoice, to enter into His 
presence face to face for ever. 
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PART I. 



I HAVE Utile doubt that all who are here to-day 
know what praying means. At least all have " said 
their prayers " as it is called, some regularly perhaps, 
and others only when they were in trouble, or were 
sick, or happened to feel in an especially serious frame 
of mind. 

Still as "saying prayers*' is not always praying, 
shall we, in order to understand this important subject 
Tightly, begin at the very beginning of the matter, and 
say first that. 

Prayer is asking of God. 

Now you all know what is to ask in an ordinary 
way. You were very young indeed when you first 
learnt what it meant, when you began to ask your 
parents to supply your many little wants. You went 
to them especially, because you knew that "father" 
or "mother'* would give you what you wanted, if 
they had it, and if it were good for you. They would 
give it you because they loved you. No father or 
mother scarcely in all the world, would bear to see 
their child hungry and asking for bread without 
giving it to him. Even harsh and hard-hearted 
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people are usually kind to their own children if to no 
one else, giving them the best that it is in their power 
to bestow, and keeping hurtful things from them. 

Now just as children may ask of an earthly father, 
so may we, each of us, ask of our Heavenly Father. 
" If ye then being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall your Father 
who is in heaven, give good things ta them that ask 
Him." Is it not plain that God is just as wiUing, 
indeed far more willing to give than the tenderest 
earthly father could be? If he were not so willing to 
give. He would not bid us ask. God could, of course, 
give us all good things without our asking. But it is 
His will that we should ask. You would not Kke 
your child never to speak to you, never to ask you for 
anything. God loves to hear His children speak to 
Him, and it would indeed be a miserable thing for as 
if we on our parts were not allowed to speak to so 
kind and loving and gracious a Father. 

All then are comnlanded to ask, and to encourage 
us in asking, the command which Jesus Christ Him- 
self gave us, is followed by a promise " Ask, and it 
shall he given you. What can be plainer than these 
words? Can we doubt for a moment that we are 
invited to speak to God, to tell Him simply as a 
Father all our wants, in the certainty that He can 
and does listen to us? We need not trouble ourselves 
about what words to use. Our Father can imderstand 
whatever we say, just as you understand your child. 
Therefore it matters very little whether our words are 
learned or simple, so long as they express what we 
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actually mean. It is best to pray in the common 
simple words that we use every day, words that come 
most readily to us, and these are sure not to be 
irreverent or too familiar, if we keep our minds fixed 
chiefly on Him to whom we are speaking. 

Some people find it a help to use a printed prayer 
from a book. But whether you do this or noi, 
remember that the tcorda of prayer are not the most 
important part of it. The great thing in prayer is to 
be in earnest^ that is, really and truly to want what 
you pray for. If you go to a neighbour or to your 
landlord, and ask them for anything, you are in 
earnest then, you care very much about having your 
request granted. So be in earnest with God. Saying 
prayers with the lips only is not praying at all. But 
real prayer is asking God for what we earnestly and 
heartily desire to have. He looks at the heart, and it 
is known to Him whether our prayers are real ones or 
not. 

Next shall we ask, What may we pray for ? 

Our bodies want food to nourish them and clothing 
to cover them, and without doubt we may pray for 
such things as these, for in our Lord's own prayer we 
are taught to say " Give us this day our daily bread." 
In this petition is summed up all that we have need 
offer the body. 

But perhaps you may say, " L work for my bread," 
or " my husband works for me, so it is earned, God 
does not give it me." Yes, but that is His way of 
giving it to you. It would be no blessing to eat bread 
in idleness. God gives the means by which an honest 
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living may be earned, and He will continue such 
means to you and to your cliildren after you, if you 
ask Him to do so with simple hearty faith. 

And so I would say to mothers: Ask day by day 
that God would provide for you and your husband 
and little ones. Ask boldly, and with fiill assurance, 
that He will give such things as you have need of. 
And when you have prayed, leave the rest to Him. 
T^ou need not be too anxious then. You have done 
what He commanded, and you may rest in the sweet 
assurance, that He never forsakes His children who 
cry to Him. "Ask, and it shall be given you." 
"They who seek the Lord shall want no manner 
of thing that is good." 

But though we may pray to have our bodily wants 
supplied, remember that there is something of far 
greater importance than the body, and that is the 
soul. Our bodies can only last a few years, but our 
souls must live for ever and ever. Therefore we 
want for them strength and nourishment, far more 
even than for the body. 

Still more do we want, forgiveness for our past sins. 
How much we have done amiss ! How much has 
each of us left undone that we ought to have done ! 
Therefore, every night before you He down to rest, 
humbly tell Almighty God of all your sins, small and 
and great, whether forgetfiilness of Him, temper or 
imkindness, harsh words or angry thoughts, whatever 
they may have been, tell Him all. Do not keep one 
back. Then pause and think for a moment how 
Jesus hates sin, how much your sins grieve Him, 
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Ilow He died on the Cross to save you. You can 
hardly think of His sufferings, and of God's love in 
sending His Son to die, without saying, " Lord, I am 
very sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. 

Sometimes, however, Christians are apt to he dis- 
couraged by the coldness of their own hearts. They 
wish to feel sorry for their sins, but alas they cannot ! 
In tiiis dif&culty our Church seems beautifully to come 
to our aid in giving us the Collect for Ash Wednesday. 
In that collect we say, "Create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts." That is what we want, new hearts, 
contrite hearts; and this latter word is very expressive, 
it is a heart broken by a sense of its sins. Only ask 
God to give you a new heart, and be sure you will not 
ask in vain. 

But do not expect too much from yourself at first. 
Tou need not wait until you are better or until your 
heart is warmer to begin praying. Remember that 
Jesus is the Great Physician, who is always ready to 
receive nsjmt as toe are. He will heal you all of your 
iniquity, if you only come to Him believing that He is 
mighty to save. ** There is none other name under 
Heaven given unto men, whereby we must be saved, 
but only the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
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Having besought forgiveness for the past, you will 
next ask for grace and strength for the time to come* 
Strength for the. soul is as requisite as strength for the 
body. You would not start on a long tiring walk 
without having a meal first, or you might faint by the 
way. Yet, how many people rise morning after 
morning, without asking for God's grace to uphold 
their souls in the temptations that each day is sure to 
bring. 

I think a mother especially is in need of her 
Saviour's help continually. You have a most im- 
portant trust committed to you, the bringing up of 
your children. Can you do this alone without the 
Lord's help ? Ah no, for the best of us are utterly 
weak and helpless without His grace. Jesus said to 
some of His most favoured servants, " Without Me ye 
can do nothing." What are your particular tempta- 
tions ? Perhaps you find it hard to be gentle enough 
with your children; you cannot bear with them as 
you would wish; you are inclined sometimes to be 
irritable and cross if things go wrong, and you say, 
despairingly, " I cannot help it." 

Yes, dear friends, you may help it, with grace and 
strength from the Lord. Surely, if He will "give 
good things to them that ask Him," will He not give 
you such good graces as gentleness, patience and for- 
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bearance ? " Ask and it shall be given unto you." 
There is no doubt or uncertainty in these words. God 
will perform His promise of giving, if you only ask. 

St. Paul, in his Epistle to the PhiKppians, speaks 
thus of prayer : " In everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known unto God." Now, there is a word in 
this verse that we must notice, it is the word " every- 
thing." The Apostle does not merely say, "Make 
your requests known unto God," but " in everything 
.... make your requests known unto God." 

Let us pause for a moment and consider what 
** everything " includes. All we think of — all we talk 
of — all the events of life great and small — all, in a 
word, that finds room in the mind of man : and it is 
about all this that we are to pray. 

For instance, we are invited to turn to the Lord in 
<jvery difficulty. How often a mother is perplexed to 
know Jiow she shall best promote her children's welfare ! 
When they are old enough to begin earning their own 
living, how hard she sometimes finds it to decide, 
whether this or that situation would be really the best 
for them ! She fears almost to choose. Or perhaps 
in some common everyday matter, she cannot see 
what is the best course to take : she is puzzled and 
weary, — things go wrong, and she cannot tfeU how to 
make them go right. Well, she need not fear to pray 
about such questions as these, she may lay the matter 
before the Lord, whatever it may be, and the answer 
will come, the way will be made plain, and with 
David she will be able to say, '* I sought the Lord, 
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and He heard me, yea, He delivered me out of all 
my fear." 

Prayer with us all is apt to be too genm^al, that is, 
we do not pray enough about our special needs, our 
small evjBryday wants, our own peculiar circumstances. 
These are not too trifling to form subjects for prayer, 
for if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without our 
Heavenly Father's notice, surely He cares for the 
small events in the lives of His human creatures. 
Therefore do not fear to pray about whatever is 
uppermost in your mind. 

I daresay you think much about your children, and 
feel anxious on their account. Well, pray to God 
about them, speak to Him of each one separately. 
He knows you care for your little ones, and He would 
have us pray about whatever is nearest our hearts. 

How often should we pray ? 

Morning and evening would seem to be the best 
fixed times for prayer, because then most of us can 
secure a few quiet undisturbed moments. But though at 
such times you may pray more at length, do not, when 
you begin your daily work, put prayer aside, as though 
y©u had no need of it in your busy day, and as if it 
were something to be kept only for leisure moments,, 
when your mind is calm and unruffled. No, it is 
becatise a mother has so many little worries and 
vexations, that she needs the help that prayer can 
give every hour in the day. It is because she is 
busy and hardworked, that she needs the comfort of 
speaking a word to her Heavenly Father whenever 
her spirit is faint and weary. You need not leave 
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your work and your children, in order thus to lift 
up your heart to God. Say some such short prayer 
as this : " Lord, help me to do this aright ; " " Give 
me a meek and quiet spirit." If you should he 
tempted to speak hastily and irritably it is a help to 
say inwardly, "Set a watch before my mouth, and 
keep the door of my lips,'' or if you are in any doubt 
or difficulty, say, "Make Thy way plain before my 
face." 

These short prayers will be the salt of your day, 
and will keep it sweet and pure and holy. 

I am aware that there may be Difficulties in Prayer, 
against which each of us may have to struggle. For 
sometimes though we would pray, we cannot, and so. 
are apt to give it up discouraged. 

But what we want is more faith. We should find 
it more easy to pray, if we would only believe that 
God really and actually hears us, that He is very 
near, close to us, though with our bodily eyes we can- 
not see Him. And because we are weak in prayer, 
God has provided for us an especial aid. He promises 
us the Holy Spirit to help our infirmities, and to teach 
us how to pray. 

Therefore when prayer seems difficult to you, do 
not give it up, but try again and again, and be sure 
that not one word you speak from your heart will be 
forgotten by your Heavenly Father. Jesus will take 
your prayers and ofier them to God for you, and for 
His sake you will be heard and answered. 
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PART III. 



And now we l^ave reached the last part of our 
subject, which is, 

Answers to Prayer. 

Perhaps it has been rather difficult for you to see 
on looking back, how God answers prayer. We will 
say that you have prayed for some especial thing, and 
yet He does not give it. You feel disappointed, and 
almost think that it is of no use praying, and that God 
cannot be really so kind and merciful and loving as 
He is described, or He would give you what you have 
prayed for. 

But remember always, that what we ask for may 
be sometimes not good for us. God is far wiser than 
we are, just as you are wiser than your children. 
Suppose your young child asked you for a sharp knife 
to play with, you would not give it to him, because he 
would most likely hurt himself with it. Now, like 
children, we sometimes blindly make requests of God, 
that if granted would only be hurtful, and God in His 
mercy only gives what is reaUy for our good. 

For instance, you have prayed perhaps for wealth, 
and greater worldly comfort. Yet God does not give 
it you. This may be because in His wisdom and love 
He sees that wealth would draw away your heart 
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from Him, and bind you down too closely to this 
.world. 

But it is not always given to us to see whi/ God 
does not grant our prayers. In the Gospels we read 
that' a man out of whom Jesus had cast evil spirits 
prayed Him, " that he might be with Him.*' Now 
this would seem to be a good prayer, and that the 
wish that this man had, of remaining near our blessed 
Lord, was one that could not fail of finding favour 
with Him, yet Jesus said to him, " Return unto 
thine own house, and show how great things God 
hath done for thee." 

In the world to come it will be one of our joys to 
look back, and understand clearly each one of God's 
dealings with us, and to read His answers to oul* 
prayers in the bright light of eternity. Sometimes 
when you have been out on a dark night, has it not 
been very difficult to you to find your way ? But in 
the morning light, the same road is as easy and plain 
as possible, because the darkness that hid everything 
from your eyes is gone. Just in the same way, all 
that has been dark and difficult for you to understand 
during your life upon earth, will stand out clear and 
plain, when the Eternal Morning dawns. 

It is God's will sometimes not to answer our 
prayers in the way we look for, but in another and a' 
better way. For instance, you have been long tried 
by sickness perhaps, and you have earnestly prayed 
that God would see fit to give you health. But 
instead of giving you health. He sends you patience 
to bear your triaL Now the patient bearing of 
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affliction may be just what you need to fit you for 
Heaven ; and is not fitness for Heaven a better thing 
even than health ? St. Paul besought the Lord three 
times that a " thorn in the flesh/' which was probably 
Bome bodily ailment^ might depart from him. But 
though it was not removed, the answer to his prayer 
came: "My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness." 

Our blessed Saviour Himself prayed that Ihe bitter 
cup, His sufferings and death, might pass from Him. 
That prayer might not be granted, but it was 
answered in another way. ** There appeared an 
angel unto Him from Heaven strengthening Him.'* 

Therefore when we pray, let us leave the answer to 
CJod ; for are not " His ways higher than our ways 
and His thoughts than our thoughts '' ? 

Pray though the gift you ask for 

May never comfort your fears, 
May never repay your pleading ; 

Yet pray, and with hopeful tears. 
An answer, not that you long for, 

But diviner, will come one day ; 
Your eyes are too dim to see it : 

Yet strive and wait and pray. 

Again, God at other times delaps His answer to 
our prayers in order to trt/ onr faith. 

In the Oospel we read of a mother who came to 
Jesus with a sore trouble ; she came to ask Him to 
heal her grievously afflicted child. At first her 
prayer met with no answer. Jesus "answered her 
never a word.'* This must have been discouragement 
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in itself, and sufficient to send one of weaker faith, 
away in despair. And when the Saviour did speak 
at last, it was but to say words of which, the meaning 
seemed to be, "I cannot heal any of your nation, my 
pity is not for you." But this brave woman's faith 
was not shaken for a moment. She answers Him 
humbly, but with no despair or distrust ; and she is 
rewarded by the blessed words, " woman, great is 
thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And 
her daughter was made whole from that very hour." 

God also answers persevering prayer. Do you 
remember the story of the importunate widow P 

"There was in a city a judge, which feared not 
Ck)d, neither regarded man. And there was a widow 
in that city, and she came unto him saying. Avenge 
me of mine adversary. 

"And he would not for a while : but afterward he 
said within himself. Though I fear not God, nor 
regard man ; yet because this widow troubleth me I 
will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she 
weary me. 

"And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge 
saith. And shall not God avenge His own elect, who 
cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with 
them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily." 

"What encouragement there is in this parable to 
perseverance in asking of God. Not only to ask once 
or twice, but again and again — day after day, and 
week after week. Spiritual blessings, good things 
for the soul, such as greater love to Christ, are often 
attained by persevering prayer. David says "I waited 
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patiently for the Lord, and He inclined unto me and 
heard my calling/' 

But there is one answer to prayer which is a sure 
and certain one, and that is peace of mind. Peace is 
God's best gift ; and this He never fails to give, if we 
spread before Him our needs in real, hearty, earnest 
prayer. After the words in the Epistle to the Philip- 
pians, "In everything . , , , let your requests be made 
known unto God," follow these, "And the .peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." The resiiU 
of making all known to God is peace. 

Now I think you will say that this is just what you 
want, what every mother wants, a peaceful happy 
spirit, that all her cares and anxieties have no power 
to disturb. 

Happy the mother who has learnt the power and 
comfort of prayer ! 

To all the way is open. Peace, strength, and 
guidance — all may be yours, if, through Jesus Christ, 
you claim daily and hourly the Lord's promise, 
" Ask, and it shall be given you." 
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PUBLIC WOESHIP. 



PRAYER — ^PRAISE — ^THANKSGIVING. 



Our last reading was on the subject of Prayer; but it 
was one kind of Prayer only that we then considered. 
We may call that kind Private Prayer, for it means 
prayer offered to God in private, out of the depths of 
our own secret heart, each one speaking to God for 
herself and saying, " Lord, help and comfort me." 

But there is another kind of prayer besides this, 
which forms an important part of Public "Worship, and 
which may be called Public or United Prayer. 

Now from the earliest ages it has been the custom 
•among God's servants to give themselves to this kind 
of prayer : not only to pray to God in secret, but to 
meet together in order to pray ; to raise many voices 
to God at once, to ask Him to send down blessings on 
His people as a bodi/, as a great united whole. 

And when our Saviour came upon the earth He 
in an especial manner promised that God would hear 
and answer united prayer. *'If two of you shall 
agree upon earth as touching anything they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven." Now, these words are plain and sure. 
Bis promises will last until the end of time ; and if so, 
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surely we may claim them now, at the present day. 
If two or more of us agree together to ask, we may 
believe that we shall receive. On imited prayer there 
will ever be an especial blessing. 

In earthly matters this principle of Union holds 
good. Take a very simple instance such as you as 
mothers will readily understand. Suppose one fine 
summer's evening, all the children in your family 
came to you and begged for a walk in the country. 
Would you not be more inclined to grant the petition 
in that case, than if one only asked? You would 
most likely say, ''As you all agree in asking me for this 
I cannot refuse you." For it generally shows that a 
petition is reasonable, if made by many uniting in it. 

Just in the same way then, that you deKght to- 
grant the united petition of your children, so God 
delights to grant United Prayer. 

It has always been the custom among Christians 
to set apart special buildings in which they may 
assemble for the worship of God. These buildings 
are our churches, and many of them were raised by 
good and holy men several hundred years ago. 
Thank God, they are plentifiil in this Christian land! 
There is in these days, generally speaking, no lack of 
church room, and God is now, as ever, willing to fulfil 
His promises concerning limited prayer. But, there is,, 
alas ! often a lack of people who care about having- 
the good things He promises. Else why should we 
so often see, on entering a church, the seats scantily 
filledi and few instead of many voices uniting in prayer 
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and praise P The blessing is offered^ but some, alas, 
will not have it I 

How different it would be if an earthly king were 
to invite his people to his palace ! How all would 
flock there, and be only too ready to accept any gifts he 
might offer ! 

But there is another solemn reason why we shoidd 
gather together for worship. It is contained in the 
following verse, ""Where two or three are gathered 
together in My Name, there am I in the midst of 
them.'* Now Jesus Himself spoke these words. 
They are a promise made to His people, once and 
for ever. Sometimes when we read Jesus Christ's 
words in the Bible, we are apt to think that they 
were specially spoken for people living in His time, 
and that they are not meant for us at the present 
day. But this is a mistake ; for Jesus Himself said, 
" Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words 
shall not pass away." He will continue to fulfil His 
promises in all ages, and this particular promise 
JB[e is fulfilling every day. Where His people are 
gathered, there is the Saviour in the midst. Even if 
only two or three are gathered together in His Name, 
Jesus is among them I And He has Himself called 
the House of Prayer His own : " My house is the 
house of prayer." Oh, shall we not meet Him in that 
house? shall we not go where He is ready and waiting 
to receive us P If we do not care to go, does it not, 
alas, show that our hearts are cold, and that we do 
not really love the Saviour P For most people are 
ready enough to meet one whom they love, to give 
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themselves trouble in the matter, to walk a mile or 
more, if necessary, to see and talk. to an intimate 
friend, or a beloved child* Yet the Saviour's house 
has none of this attraction. Many do not care at all 
about entering it, though it may only be a few yards 
from their door. His voice calls, but they will not 
hear. 

There can be no difficulty about being able to follow 
the services of our Church. The prayers are so plain 
and simple, that all can understand them. And if we 
understand, we can surely join in them. 

In Pram also all may unite, for that is an im- 
portant part of Public "Worship. How glorious is 
God! how wise, how loving, how full of mercy to us 
sinners ! Well may we say in the Te Beum, " We 
praise Thee, God : we acknowledge Thee to be the 
Lord. All the earth doth worship Thee, the Father 
everlasting." 

The Psalms of David, which we sing or repeat, are 
many of them songs of praise. They are the out- 
pourings of the Psalmist's heart when he was ftdl of 
holy joy, and such they may be to us, when we desire 
to praise God. 

Many beautiful hjmms are sung now in most of our 
churches. They are often simple enough for all to join 
in them with voice as well as heart. The custom of 
singing hymns is for ever sanctified by Jesus Himself, 
who sang a hymn with His disciples the night before 
His Crucifixion. 

Tlianksgiving is also a joyful part of Public Worship. 
For have we not many blessings for which to thank 
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Ood? Shall we take all, and never express gratitude 
to the Giver of all ? Surely we should thank Him 
heartily when we meet together, and especially for 
that greatest of blessings which is set forth in the 
General Thanksgiving in these words, "Above all, for 
Thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world 
by our Lord Jesus Christ." 

It may not be possible for Mothers always to take 
part in Public Worship. But at the same time I 
believe, that church-going need not be given up 
altogether, as it is too often, for many years of a 
mother's life. May not husl^and and wife in many 
cases " take it in turn " to go to the house of God ? 
When there is a tea drinking or holiday, it is not by 
any means difficult to persuade mothers to leave their 
homes for an hour or two. " Where there's a will 
there's a way," is an old homely saying in which 
there is much truth. If a mother really longs for the 
blessings promised to United Prayer, she will contrive, 
sometimes at least, to attend God's house. For it will 
be rest and comfort to her, to meet her Lord in His 
Temple, to leave behind her for a little while all her 
household cares, and then go back to them refreshed 
and strengthened. It is sad to think that many of us 
may have lost blessings through neglect of this duty. 
We have been weary and heavy laden ; yet have 
seldom gone where we might have laid our burden 
down, seldom have cared to meet Him who has said, 
" Come unto Me and I will give you rest." 

But [if we simply and earnestly seek the Lord in 
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His house, we shall surely find Him. His peace will 
be in our hearts, and we shall leam to love the 
hour spent in His presence. And each hour so 
spent will be a step in the ladder by which we are 
mounting up to His "House not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens," where there wiU be no need 
of prayer, because desire shall be satisfied ; but where 
those whom the Lord has redeemed shall praise Him 
with joyful hearts for ever. 
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TEIALS. 



Just as there are some dark and cloudy days in the 
course of each year, so there are some dark and 
sorrowful days in each of our lives. 

I dare say nearly all, who are here, can look back 
and remember some of these dark days. It was a 
dark day when sickness came into your home, and 
brought sorrow with it. It may be, you were then 
called to part with a dearly loved child, and you can 
well remember the bitter grief that was to you. 
Even if your trouble happened years ago, you can 
recall the sadness of that dark day, as weU as though 
it were yesterday. It was a keen sharp trial to know 
that in this world you could never see the sweet baby 
face again; though by degrees, comfort came with 
the thought that your little lamb was safe for ever 
with the Good Shepherd. 

Or if sickness visited your home without, thank 
God, taking one dear one away, still it was in itself 
a trial. And iUness always brings so many other 
troubles in its train. The invalid wants better food 
than you can well afford to buy; the doctor's bill 
mounts up and must be paid ; and if it should be the 
husband and father who is laid by, the wages on 
which the whole family depend, are stopped ; and so 
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want comes, unless he has been prudent enough to 
enter a sick club in the days of his health. 

Or even if you are not anxious about meeting 
expenses, still there is a heavy weight on your heart 
while sickness is under your roof. It cannot bo 
otherwise than a pain and trial to see a loved one 
suffer, to hear the painful cough and laboured breath, 
and to feel alternately hopeful and fearful. 

And it is no light trouble to a mother to be herself 
laid by with illness. She finds it so hard to lie still, 
without worrying herself about all that is going on 
downstairs ; she longs to be up and doing, to be 
setting about this thing or that, which probably 
without her would not be done at all. Though she is 
too weak for exertion of body, yet all the time her 
poor brain is busy with the ceaseless cares of a mother. 
And how hard to bear is pain taken by itself. We, 
who are free from it, should indeed be thankful. 

Very likely the dark and sorrowful days of your 
life may be something like these I have been de- 
scribing. Or if your trials happen to have been of a 
different kind, still they were trials all the same. 
There is not one person in the world who escapes 
trouble altogether, though some may be more free 
from it than others. Indeed such sayings as these 
«* Trouble is the lot of all," "This is a world of 
trial," and the like, would not be so commonly used, 
if they were not true ones. 

But must wejeave the subject here ? Must we go 
away with the dull reflection that, as we cannot escape 
from trial, we must bear it as best we can, but it is 
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very hard that we should have to bear it at all. 
" Surely " we say, " Almighty God might have kept 
it from us if He would ;" and we probably end by 
wishing that all our days were bright and happy as 
now only some of our days are, much in the same way 
as when we were children we used to wish that sunny 
weather could always last, and that there were no wet 
dull days to keep us from going out of doors to play. 

Ah no, thank God ! we need not leave the subject 
here. What I said just now about sunny weather 
will at once teach us something. "Would it be well 
for this earth, if our childish wishes for perpetual 
sunshine could be granted ? Would it be a good 
thing to have no rainy days, no dull skies? You 
answer at once, No. For it is the dark wet days that 
make our fields fruitful. Without them the hot sun- 
shine would only scorch up and wither our crops, and 
the wheat and the potatoes, and all the other useful 
things that grow, would never ripen and come to 
perfection. 

And thus it is with the sorrows of our lives. It is 
a loving Father who sends the dark days, because 
they are good for our souls. We cannot always see 
this clearly, because we are poor shortsighted creatures 
at the best; but it is nevertheless certain that it is in 
infinite wisdom, as well as in infinite love, that God 
sometimes turns our joys into sorrows, and sends grief 
instead of pleasure. He knows far better than we do 
what will fit us best for Heaven. Throughout our 
whole lives. He is ripening our souls for eternity, just 
as He sends the rain which the fruit needs to ripen 
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and make it perfect. For " all things work together 
for good to them that love God.'' 

Perhaps you may be able to look back to your days 
of trial, and feel that they have done their work in 
your soul. It may be that, before sorrow came, you 
did not care for a Saviour's love, but now you have 
given Him your heart, and feel delight in serving 
Him. When all was bright and prosperous around 
you, this world seemed enoughy you wanted no more. 
Tour earthly home was so completely happy, that you 
were led to forget your true Home which is not here 
but in Heaven. But your Father loved you too well 
to allow you to go on thus. The Saviour who died to 
save you would have you come to Him. And it was 
by sorrow He called you to come. That was His way 
of calling you. He does not afflict willingly, but 
because the souls He died to win are so dear to Him, 
that He will not let them perish. For how danger- 
ous to the soul is sometimes unbroken prosperity ! It 
is lulled to sleep, and heaven and salvation are 
forgotten in sweet dreams of earth. 

But is there no other comfort in trial save this 
thought, that it is good for us to be afflicted P Yes, 
there is another and blessed comfort, and that is, the 
sympathy of Jesm. Most of you have known what it 
is to have the sympathy of an earthly friend. When 
you were in trouble, what a longing you had, to tell 
some one all you felt; and if a kind trusted friend 
came in just at the right time, it was the greatest 
relief to you to pour all into her ear. There was 
wonderful comfort in doing so, and still more in find- 
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ing that she entered into your feelings and understood 
your trouble, though perhaps she could do nothing to 
help you. 

Well, if this is a comfort, remember that the 
Saviour is more kind, more loving, more sympathising 
than the tenderest of earthly friends. Only tell Him 
simply of your trouble in prayer, lay it on Him, do 
not try to bear it alone, and you wiU find peace. No 
one ever went to Him in trouble, and came away 
without the load being lightened, the weary mind 
refreshed, and greater peace within. 

For our loving sjnaipathising Lord is also God 
mighty to help. He can uphold an afflicted soul as 
He has promised in His Holy Word, "Cast thy 
burden on the Lord, and He shall sustain thee:" 
'*Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." 

Then need we try to bear trouble alone ? Shall we 
not rather stay our troubled minds on Jesus, rest them 
on Him the only sure EockP 

All other comfort will slip away from us some day 
but this: so shall we not learn to know our Lord 
now ? 

This comfort may be yours also, in the small every- 
day trials of life as well as in the greater ones. And 
what mother has not plenty of these petty vexations, 
small worries, hardly to be called trials, yet often 
most trying and wearing. Some people would say 
that these are not worth praying about. But be sure 
that if they are worth thinking about, they are worth 
praying about. Do not suppose that the Lord cannot 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 TRIALS. 

feel for you in your troubles because they are so small. 
He did not spend thirty-three years upon earth with- 
out experiencing, in His own sacred Person, most of 
the various trials that form part of man's lot. He 
was poor ; He had no certain dwelling-place to caU 
His own ; He felt hunger and thirst and weariness ; 
He was in a word "the Man of Sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief." 

Yes, He was ^^ acquainted^* with it, and so H& 
knows your grief better than any human friend can 
know it ; and not only does he know the sorrows of & 
lifetime, but every little distress or anxiety too, that 
clouds the brightness of your daily lot. 

There is one great difference between the people of 
the world and the people of God, and that is that 
these last know where they may take each burden that 
wearies them. Whether it be the burden of sin or 
only the burden of sorrow, they may flee with it to. 
the One, the only Refage. 

Jesus, Lover of my soul, 

Let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer 'waters roll 

While tlie tempest still is high; 
Hide me, O my Saviour, liide. 

Till the storm of life be past ; 
Safe into the haven guide ; 

O receive my soul at last. 

Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee : 

Leave, oh ! leave me not alone. 
Still support and comfort me. 
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All my trust on Thee is stay'd, 
All my help from Thee I bring ; 

Cov^er my defenceless head 
With tlie shadow of Thy wing. 

Thou, O Christ, art all I want; 

More llian all in Thee I find : 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 

Heal the sick and lead the blind. 
Thou of life the Fountain art ; 

Freely let me take of Thee, 
Spring Thou up within my heart. 

Rise to all Eternity. 
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HAPPINESS. 



I BELIEVE that all people in the world are alike in one 
respect, and that is, in longing for Happiness. There 
may be very different ideas about it^ and some mistakes 
too, as to what happiness really is ; but the desire for 
it is in the hearts of all, high and low, rich and poor 
alike. 

This longing for happiness is far from being a wrong 
feeling. We are quite right to wish to be happy. 
God Himself has implanted the desire in us, and it is 
an utter mistake to suppose that it pleases Him to see 
His creatures miserable. There is more of joy than 
of sadness in His Holy Word ; the Psalms especially 
are full of expressions of gladness. Therefore with 
His help, shall we try to find out how we may best 
obtain this Happiness which we all desire ? 

For it may be, that, though we have wished for it, 
we have not always quite attained it : though we have 
many blessings, we still wish that life were a little 
brighter, a little more satisfying ; in a word, we wish 
to be a little happier than we are already. 

But I must first remind you, that there is happiness 
of different kinds: and^one kind I am going to mention 



Digitized by 



Google 



HAPPINESS. 35 

that I may warn you against it, and that is False 
Happiness, 

Now anything that is false is a pretence, a sham, 
something that professes to be what it is not. There 
is therefore a kind of happiness which is not the thing 
itself, but is only a miserable imitation of it, and is 
as unlike it in reality, as a poor cheap artificial flower 
is unlike a real sweet flower, that grows and is full of 
life. 

I will only give you one example of this • False 
Happiness, for which perhaps a better name would be 
Excitement. Now beware above all things of the excite- 
ment that is produced by drink. I am aware how strong 
the temptation sometimes is to a woman, hardworked 
and often weak and depressed, to resort to this means 
of raising her spirits. The glass of gin does have its 
effect, there is no doubt of that, and for the time she 
feels wonderfully stronger and more lighthearted. It 
has, as she thinks, put new life into her. 

But what a miserable sham this is ! Her excite- 
ment, (I cannot use the word happiness) soon passes 
off, leaving her far more low and unhappy, more 
depressed in body and mind than before. Then she 
resorts again to the same means of raising her spirits, 
but the former quantity will not do. So by degrees 
she goes on increasing the dose, and it is in this way 
that the miserable drunkard's life begins. The spirits 
producing great excitement and lightness of heart 

while their effect lasts, and then I believe that 

neither I, nor any one else, can describe the misery, 
the gnawing remorse that then takes utter possession 
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of the drunkard's mind. I liave heard it likened to a 
foretaste of hell upon earth. 

God forbid that you should be led away by this 
fearful false happiness ! 

But still I warn you that you may be armed 
against the very beginnings of this deceitful sin. 
Remember, always, that under the pretence of making 
you happy and cheerful, it is in reality dragging you 
towards one of the worst miseries that a human soul 
can know. 

I have put the worst kind of happiness first. Now 
wo will go on to another and better kind, which I 
believe most of you must have experienced, and which 
I will call Earthly Happineaa. By earthly I do not 
mean sinful. I mean the thousand pure and innocent 
pleasures which God has given us, and would have us 
enjoy. He would not have made this world so fair and 
lovely, if misery were to be our portion. Can you 
take a walk in the country without feeling some of 
this innocent earthly joy ? In spring especially how 
sweet and fresh are the young green leaves, the 
springing grass, the fields of growing wheat full of 
promise of harvest! "The earth is full of Thy 
riches," — ^riches in which even the poorest may 
share. 

Then again, how sweet may be the happiness of 
Home, I can truly say that, if a woman has not this, 
it must be, in some degree at least, her own fault. 
Married life is intended to bring happiness, though it 
may bring cares also. Were you not happy when 
you and your husband began life together ? You felt 
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both pleasure and pride in entering for the first time 
on a home of your own, and this was a natural and 
right feeling. It is I hope still with you a daily duty 
and a daily pleasure to make your room neat and 
cheerful to greet your husband's eye when he comes 
home from work. And a mother's happiness is also 
in her children : the world to her would seem empty 
and dreary, if she did not hear their voices around 
her ; and each year of their growth brings her a fresh 
pleasure. All and each of you have joys something 
like these, and it is right that you should have them, 
because God has given them to you; only, as the 
Apostle says, they are to be " received with thanks- 
giving." 

But now I am coming to the more serious part of 
my subject, and I must remind you that, great as all 
this happiness is, of which I have spoken, there is 
yet a greater, and this I will call Trtie Happiness. 

Now this sort of happiness will make the earthly 
kind seem still better, and in itself it . is lasting and 
unchanging. It is what our Saviour spoke of to 
His disciples when He said, " Your joy no man taketh 
from you." Is not then this joy worth trying for^ 
which is subject to no change, but is etuiuring ? For 
I would tenderly remind you, that your earthly 
happiness and blessings may pass away from you 
«ome day, if God wills it so. Your health may fail, 
or your eyes grow dim, so that you cannot see the 
•*' pleasant things ;" and that hardest trial may come 
upon you, of being called to part with those you love 
best. Or if this is spared you, and even supposing 
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you will never know sickness or losses, still old age 
must come at last, wlien the world will cease to be 
pleasant to you. Sooner or later death must come* 
Surely, then, it is important to be possessed of a 
happiness that is independent of all these changes, a 
happiness that is deep and true, and yet at the same 
time is what each of us jnay have; nay, God offers it 
to us freely without money and without price. 

This joy has many names in the Bible. It is called 
"joy imspeakable," "joy and peace in believing,'* 
"joy of the Lord," "rejoicing in the Lord." But 
what is it ? It is in a word, the love of Jesus Christ ; 
His love to us and our love to Him, because Ho 
loved us and gave Himself for us. O miserable 
should we be without that love ! But if we love 
Him what peace and joy we may have, not outside 
perhaps, but in our hearts. The following words will 
express something of this joy : — 

"All tasks will be easy for Thy sake. All men 
shall I love because they are Thine. All troubles 
light because Thou hast borne far more. Nothing 
shall I fear while walking beside Thee, even if the 
way be dark or rugged." 

Even the poor sinner in the Gospel must have felt 
this joy, for we know that " she loved much." 

All who have it may feel as though their feet were 
set on a rock, and that no waves or storms can shake 
their footing there. Death may come near, but it 
will have no terrors, for we may say with David, 
"Thy loving kindness is better than the life itself."* 
A Friend is always near us, in whom we may peace- 
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folly rest. He is our Lord, our mighty Deliverer, and 
no man shall pluck us out of His Hand. 

But have you this love of Christ ? There cannot 
be real true happiness without it. A watch cannot 
go without what is called its mainspring. That spring 
moves all the other springs and wheels, and without 
it the watch would soon cease to move. Now earthly 
joys are nothing without this mainspring, this true 
joy. They may give you pleasure for a time, but 
they cannot go on always. They cannot satisfi/ these 
souls of ours, for nothing but Christ will do that. 
Even supposing you had, in addition to your present 
pleasures, all you have ever longed for — ^money, 
honours, a grand house, — ^they would be worth nothing 
without the true joy. 

"But how shall I obtain it?" perhaps you are 
inclined to ask. Those who hunger and thirst shall 
be filled. If you truly desire it, to you it will be given. 
Jesus first shows us our needs, and then bids us come 
to Him, that He may supply them. Say some such 
words as these : " Lord, pour into my heart true love 
towards Thee." Such a prayer as this, said not as a 
mere form but heartily and in earnest, will be one 
step towards attaining what you desire. 

It is not to be thought that Christ's true disciples 
are never unhappy, never tempted by gloomy and 
discontented thoughts. From these, alas, none can 
be quite free as long as they are in this world. But 
as on a gloomy day, though the sun is hid from us 
for a little while by dark clouds, we know that 
it is still shining behind them ; so the Christian's joy 
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is always in his heart of hearts, even if it be over- 
clouded now and then by sorrowful thoughts. 

And it is a joy that will not lessen, but increase 
as years roll on, for it will be as the " shining light 
that shineth more and more unto the Perfect Day." 
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**' Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." This is 
Ood's second great commandment. The first is, " Thou 
«halt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength ;" but it is the 
second which we will think about to-day. 

And first, shall we ask the meaning of the '^ord 
*' neighbour" ? You would probably say if asked the 
question, "Who is your neighbour?" that it is any 
one who is living next door or near to you. True, 
but a neighbour is not only one who lives near you, 
but any one who is near you, whether for a long or 
short time. 

The word comes from nigh, which has the same 
meaning as near, and you will easily see that there is 
a likeness between nigh and neigh the first syllable of 
neighbour. 

Thus, your fellow travellers in a railway carriage 
or omnibus are your neighbours for the time being, 
though it may be only for a few minutes or hours, 
just as the people lodging in the same house or living 
in the same street are your neighbours also, in the 
latter case for weeks, months, or years. 

But perhaps you will ask, "Does the command- 
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ment 'Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself/ 
apply to all cases ? Am I to love those whom I have 
never seen before, or perhaps scarcely know ?" You 
may not have the same degree of love for them as for 
an intimate friend, but still you may have the kind of 
love that shews itself in a desire to help them, if an 
opportunity of doing so should offer. The Good 
Samaritan felt this kind of love for the poor wounded 
traveller, 'Who was an utter stranger to him; and his 
love shewed itself in kind helpful deeds, bringing him 
to an inn and taking care of him. Without that love 
he would have left him to perish by the roadside. 

We may Jiave sometimes opportunities of doing 
likewise, though perhaps only in small and insignifi- 
cant ways. There may be no wounded traveller for 
us to help, but we may give up the best place in a 
railway carriage to a fellow passenger, and speak a 
kindly word at least, though we may not be able to 
give even the cup of cold water. 

It is very likely, however, that your difficulty may 
be of another kind, and this with regard to neighbours 
Yfho are such in the ordinary sense of the word, 
namely, those who are living next door or near to 
you. 

" There is such a great difference in people," 
perhaps you are inclined to say. "I can love my 
neighbour when she is kind to me, and I am willing 
to help any one who is civil and grateful for my help ; 
but as to loving some of my neighbours, that is quite 
an impossibility, especially one or two of them whom 
I am sorry to say I cannot bear, they are such cross, 
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disagreeable, unloveable people." But is it for us to 
put a new construction on God's plain command, and 
alter it into meaning "Tbou shalt love some of thy 
neighbours, and hate others," instead of taking the 
words as they stand and as God spoke them, '^ Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself" ? There is no 
doubt or uncertainty about this command. It has 
even been confirmed and strengthened by Jesus Christ 
Himself when He said, " A new commandment I give 
unto you, that ye love one another." One another ! 
What does this mean but that we should love all men, 
all our neighbours, be they gentle and courteous, kind 
and pleasant, or exactly the reverse of all these? 
Indeed, that there may be no misunderstanding what- 
ever in the matter, Jesus has said also, "Love your 
enemies," that is, even those who wilfully and inten- 
tionally do us harm, even these we are to love. 

"Ah, but this is a hard saying, how can I keep 
it ?" we are each of us perhaps inclined to exclaim, 
despairingly. But let us remember that we can 
neither do this nor any other good thing without 
Christ. " I can do all things through Christ, which 
strengtheneth me," are St. Paul's encouraging words. 
With our natural hearts we cannot love all men, and 
so we want Jesus Christ to change our hearts by the 
power of His Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
love to God, love to our neighbour ; and this must we 
have if we would be true disciples of His. 

He will give us greater love to our neighbour if we 
only ask Him, and we need not think it too trifling a 
matter to pray about. Let it be a part of your daily 
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prayers to say, "Lord, help me to love all my neigh- 
bours as. myself, especially such an one,'' and here 
name any to whom you have found it difficult to have 
warm and friendly feelings. Prayer will often cause 
a good deal of illwill to melt away, as you will find if 
you try it. 

Perhaps the following thoughts about "Neighbours" 
may be of some little service to you. 

Try to look upon all your neighbours, first of all, 
as your brethren. They are members of God's great 
family, and He is their Heavenly Father as well as 
yours. Remember that Jesus Christ died to save 
them; that their souls are exceedingly precious in 
His sight ; and that even the poorest, most wretched, 
most sinful soul in all the world is of more value to 
Him than all the costly and precious things that have 
no life. Therefore, for His sake let us love all men. 

I believe that our hearts would warm towards our 
neighbours if we would try and shew them little acts 
of kindness. There are many ways in which women 
especially may help one another. Never mind if your 
neighbour never gives you a civil word in return, go 
on without being daunted. Be on the watch to see if 
you can lend her a helping hand with the children, or 
can do an errand for her when you go on your own. 
Perhaps you may have an opportunity of sharing with 
her some little delicacy ; a little fruit, a few flowers, 
or two or three vegetables wonderfully promote good 
feeling, when given by one neighbour to another, or 
at least show that the giver has a kindly loving spirit. 

Above all, make it a rule to have none but kindly 
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words for your neighbour. If she happen to be quarrel- 
some, show her plainly that it takes two to make a 
quarrel, and that you are determined not to take your 
share of it. It is wonderful what effect gentleness 
will have on the most passionate nature. "A soft 
answer turneth away wrath" is one of Solomon's wise 
proverbs. Try it the next time you have angry words 
.addressed to you. 

It is very sad that the besetting sin of so many women 
should be ungoverned temper and angry, unguarded 
language. How terrible a sin this is may be gathered 
from our Lord's own words in the Sermon on the 
Mount — " Whosoever shall say to his brother, Thou 
fool, shall be in danger of hell fire." 0, you who are 
young, learn by God's grace to rule your spirit, to keep 
down the angry words, to learn, in a word, to govern 
yourself. Half the misery in the world would be saved 
if women would but see that they may win all by self- 
control and gentleness. 0, try for " the meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price." 

There are many small causes of disagreement which 
are apt to spring up when neighbours live very near 
together, and therefore forbearance is the more needful. 
Perhaps the children next door are naughty and mis- 
chievous, and trample on your flowers, or throw stones 
at your fowls. Such petty annoyances are trying, but 
do try to bear them patiently. If you cannot speak 
quietly about them, say nothing at all, or at least do 
not trust yourself to speak until you have asked God 
to give you a gentle spirit. Then mention the matter 
to your neighbour in a few civil words. It will have 
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far more effect to say, " I dare say your little boy did 
not mean to do it, and is sorry for it now," than to 
fly into a passion and exclaim, "I won't stand such, 
conduct ! your children are disgracefully brought up !" 

But make up your mind, also, to bear an injury, if 
need be, again and again, for Christ's sake, remember- 
ing how much He bore for us. We may even rejoice 
in being allowed to follow in His steps, and to share, 
though in a very small degree. His sufferings. 0, 
what aie your injuries compared with His ! 

" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." In all 
things act towards your neighbour as you would have 
her act towards you. For instance, how much pleasure 
you find yourself in sympathy. It is delightful to you 
to find a friend or neighbour entering into and sharing 
your joys and sorrows. Then try to show sympathy 
yourself. If a neighbour is in grief or trouble, show 
her that her trouble is yours too ; and if something 
pleasant for her has happened, rejoice with her. 
Sjmipathy in joy is not so common as S3anpathy in 
sorrow. Perhaps this is because a little envy is apt 
to slip into our hearts at our neighbour's good fortune; 
but as this is a wrong feeling, let us bravely fight 
against it, and learn with God's help truly and un- 
selfishly to share our brethren's joy. 

" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." These 
words suggest a still more important matter. What 
is, or ought to be, your most solemn concern ? Is it 
not the salvation of your soul' that you may be 
amongst the Redeemed in Heaven? Then as you 
desire your own salvation, should you not, loving your 
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neighbours as yourself, desire theirs also? Do not 
say, "As long as I can get to Heaven myself, it is 
not my concern what becomes of others." Is it not 
the whole spirit of Christ's teaching to bid us, " not 
look on our own things, but also on the things of 
others" ? Then surely it is the solemn duty of all to 
try and lead their neighbours into the way of Eternal 
Life. It is not necessary to talk much about Religion. 
As much harm as good is done sometimes by well- 
meaning people, who try to force religious conversation 
on their neighbours. But a word spoken in season 
may be blest, and like the bread on the waters, may 
return " after many days," only it cannot be done too 
carefully or too tenderly. Always ask yourself the 
question first, "Should I like this or that said to 
me?^^ A few words of praise and encouragement, 
especially to the young, will have far more effect than 
blame, and sometimes more than good advice, though 
the latter may be given with the best intentions. 

There is one thing all may do for their neighbours, 
and that is, to pray for them. Prayer for them will 
wonderfully soften our hearts towards them ; and who 
knows what good may not be wrought by constant 
and patient intercession on their behalf ? And we 
must remember that it is not by chance that certain 
people are our neighbours; but this and all things 
are ordered and arranged by God Himself. Therefore 
to Him we shall have to answer, whether we have 
used the common intercourse of everyday life for good 
or for evil, whether by our means our neighbours' 
lives have been a little sweetened and their sorrows a 
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little lightened, whether we hjive helped them on 
the way to Heaven, or whether we hare simply let 
them alone, saying, " What is that to me ?" 

Remember that the terrible words of Jesus on the 
Day of Judgment, " Depart, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire," will be spoken to those who have left 
their duties to their neighbours undone. But on the 
other hand, blessedness will be the portion of those 
who have loved and served their brethren for His 
sake. Failingly and poorly may the deeds of love be 
done, but if they are only done in His name, they 
will be accepted. "Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me." 
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Shall I begin by saying that Influence is the power 
that we all possess of making others like ourselves? 
Perhaps a little doubt will cross your minds at this 
assertion, and you are inclined to ask, " Is it possible 
that we all have such a power as this ?" I can truly 
answer, Yes, every one in the world has it in some 
degree ; it is a gift given to all, no matter how humble 
or how ignorant they may be. 

But all have not the same amount of influence. To 
some much is given, to some little ; but you may be 
sure that none are altogether without it. 

Everybody in the world, then, has the power of 
influencing those about him for good or for evil ; in 
other words, of making them, if not good or bad, at 
least better or worse, according to what he is himself. 
Therefore, if any one were to say at the end of life, 
" I have done no particular good, and no particular 
harm," it would be simply untrue, for one or the 
other he must have done, not once or twice, nor only 
now and then, but never ceasingly throughout his 
whole life. He may not be aware of this, but it is 
nevertheless true ; for Influence is one of God's laws. 

Now women have this gift of Influence in an 

E 
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especial degree. They have, generally speaking, a 
greater amount of this power than men have — the 
power so exceedingly valuable, if rightly used, of 
making others like themselves. The woman need not 
seek to rule, for to the man is given authority. " Thy 
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule 
over thee." But she may have, (indeed cannot help 
having), the gift of Influence, and she may be quite 
content: for with it she may do much, not only for 
those who are now around her, but also even for 
future generations, those who will be alive when she 
is in her grave. 

Now God has given Influence to every one of you, 
and you are using it, whether you know it or not, 
every day and every hour, and you will go on using 
it until the day of your death. 

Do you remember Jesus Christ's words to His 
disciples : " Ye are the light of the world " P Now 
a lamp is not only light in itself, but it sheds 
light on all around. Thus Christians, who are holy 
and devout themselves, impart their light to those 
about them ; and this is Influence expressed in other 
words. 

"Like makes like" is an old and true saying. 
What you are, depend upon it, those around you will 
be, at all events in some degree. For instance, if a 
woman has a happy, sunny disposition, she will infect 
all who come near her. Not only will there be sun- 
shine in her home, but her neighbours will feel the 
better for her brightness and cheerfulness. How often 
a poor desponding invalid is cheered by a few words 
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from a brave, kindly, hopeful person! But on the 
other hand, a peevish, complaining woman manages 
to cast a gloom on all aroimd, and alas ! many lives 
are made sad and sour by contact with hers ! 

If a wife and mother has a gentle, forbearing 
temper, what infinite influence for good this will have 
on her husband and children ! The passionate word 
is checked in her presence. The sharp, hasty speech 
is not uttered, because it would grieve and sadden 
her. Her children learn gentleness and forbearance 
from her — and valuable lessons those are in after life. 

Or, if she is a woman of strict truth, strict honesty 
in all her dealings, what will her influence be ? The 
mere force of her truthful character will tell on all 
with whom she has anything to do. Suppose her son 
goes out into the world and has a situation in a large 
shop. He is much startled at first by the lack of 
strict honesty he sees in those about him, such as 
passing ofif damaged articles for good, selling a little 
under weight, and the like. But though he is shocked 
at first, he is perhaps almost led away by the force 
of opinions about him to do as he sees others do. 
Suddenly the thought occurs to him, *' What would 
mother say if I told her of this or that ?" Then he 
remembers that her standard of right is to act always 
as in God's sight, and this thought checks him in the 
very beginnings of fraud. What has saved him but 
her Influence P She is not by his side, she has spoken 
no word in his ear, yet, nevertheless, that wonderful 
power has reached him, and won him over to the side 
of Eight. 
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But what an awful thought it is that all are 
responsible for the use of this gift. 

Before the Judgment Seat of God we shall each of 
us have to answer this question, "Have you made 
those about you better or worse ?" For I repeat that 
we must have done one or the other : we cannot sin 
alone, nor be righteous alone : we must have drawn 
others with us, upwards towards Heaven, or down- 
wards towards Hell. 

To a mother especially is Influence given ; and we 
know that to whom much is given, from them, will 
much be required. As she has brought up her 
children, so will they in their turn bring up their sons 
and daughters, and thus her influence reaches even 
to generations unborn. 

O Mothers ! with you it rests to make England a 
happier and a better country than she is already! 
If you would have your children grow up brave and 
true, serving Christ and hating sin and folly, remember 
that there is no teaching half so powerful as the silent 
Influence of a mother's own life and conversation. 

But even when children have grown up and gone 
out in the world, and a mother's Home Influence is 
lessened, still may she use that gift for God, as the 
following story will show. 

In a large, poor, thickly populated town, there was a 
particular street in which all the houses in one respect 
bore a strong likeness to one another. For if you 
glanced in at any of the doors, you were tolerably 
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certain to see in all the same state of affairs inside, 
namely, dirt and disorder. 

I need scarcely say, that, as the houses were alike, 
«o were the occupants alike also. Uncombed hair 
and untidy dress was the rule and not the exception 
among the women in that street; and what was worse, 
the words that too often came out of the mouths of 
all, young and old were, alas ! of that sort that shew 
terribly the sinfulness of the mind within. 

This state of things went on for some time growing 
worse rather than better, (for nothing stands still in 
this world) when one day it was rumoured along the 
street as a little bit of news, that No. 7, a house that 
had been empty for some little time, was taken. 
This proved to be true, for not long after the new 
tenant made her appearance, together with a small 
quantity of very neat furniture. No one saw much 
of Mrs. Harding (for that was her name) the first 
two or three days, but after that she seemed sociable 
enough. In fact it was not long before the inside of 
her little room became pretty well known to most of 
her neighbours. It was curiosity at first that led 
them to take a look at a state of things so widely 
different to their own, for the new comer's house was 
the picture of neatness; and afterwards it was because 
one and all began to like Mrs. Harding for her own 
;sake. Her kind good humoured face and bright 
manner certainly made a wonderfully pleasant, cheer- 
ful impression, even on those who " were not much 
for strangers " in a general way. 

But before very long a rather disagreeable feeling, 
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something like shame began to creep over some of 
her visitors. It was not that everyone, even the 
most ragged, was not made welcome, if she liked to 
come in and have a chat with Mrs. Harding ; but to 
first one mind and then another, the uncomfortable 
questioned occurred, "What must she think of 
me?'^ Now this feeling was the first step to im- 
provement. In order to be less unfit for her neat 
eye, a hole here and there would be mended, and 
rough hair would be smoothed ; and after a visit to 
so tidy and pleasant a room, the thought would occur 
to some, " Why should not my room be like hers ? " 
This led to the great result of the floors being a little 
oftener scrubbed, walls here and there would be 
neatly papered, and even furniture occasionally 
rubbed after the pattern of Mrs. Harding's own 
chairs and tables. In fact, a greater degree of 
comfort began to prevail, than had ever been known 
in that street before. 

StiU better things followed. It was soon known 
that she wholly disapproved of the custom so terribly 
common there, of taking God's Name in vain. But 
it was not her way to rebuke those who uttered the 
wicked words; her grieved and sorrowful look was 
enough to show them, how strongly she felt about 
their sin and danger in breaking God's command. 
And after a while, few, even the boldest, would 
venture to inake a profane remark in her hearing, 
while some were led to make an effort at leaving off" 
the habit altogether. 

The sight of this quiet woman neatly dressed, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



INFLUENCE. 55 

setting forth to church every Sunday had an effect 
on this godless neighbourhood, where the Sabbath 
was devoted to idleness and drunkenness. And when 
it was known that she was glad of a companion on 
her walk to church, one and another of the young 
girls would dress themselves as tidily as they knew 
how, and accompany her, first as far as the church 
door, and then by degrees would be persuaded to 
venture inside, where all, alas ! was strange and new 
to their eyes and ears. 

The holy words heard there, were in several cases, 
blest to the souls of these new hearers, and sprang up 
and brought forth good fruit in after years. 

So matters went on, until at the end of a twelve- 
month there was an evident change for the better in 
that street; I do not say that there was improvement in 
one and all of the inhabitants, but there was out- 
wardly, greater neatness and order; and what was 
still better, some few had made an honest effort to 
leave off their sins, and live as Christian men and 
women. 

And what wrought the change? It was the 
Influence of one poor humble woman used on the 
side of God, and goodness. She was not a clever 
nor a learned woman, and it was not her words so 
much as her example and, above all, her kindly loving 
spirit that told on the rough natures around her. 
She simply and faithfully used the power that God 
had given her of making others like herself. Cannot 
some go and do likewise ? 
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It is well sometimes in the midst of a busy life to 
pause for a little while, to rest ourselves for a few 
quiet moments, in order that we may have time to 
think. 

Many a mother has often to sit down and think 
about her work, her plans for to-day and to-morrow, 
and the like, but it is not this kind of thought that I 
mean. I want you to carry your thoughts forward a 
little, to consider what, after all, this life, with its 
cares and business and pleasures, is to end in, and to 
ask yourselves this very solemn question, "Whither 
am I going when the end comes ?" 

It is mercifully and wisely ordered by God that 
there are only two or three things in the future to 
which we can look forward as certainties. All the 
rest is hidden from us. Between us and the time to 
come there is hung, as it were, a great dark sheet, 
through which our eyes cannot pierce, and shutting 
out even " to-morrow" from us — ^that common word 
we are so often using, yet we cannot tell, even the 
wisest of us, " what shall be on the morrow." 

But although so much of the future is unknown to 
us, still, I repeat, we do know for certain that some 
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things must come, whether we look forward to them 
or not, and not only to the world in general, hut to 
each and every one of us who is here to-day. 

Of these certain things we will think ahout two. 
These are Death and Eternity. 

Now these are solemn subjects, and they may well 
make us serious, although I do not think they need 
necessarily make us sad and unhappy. Very likely 
Death has often come before you in the course of your 
lives. You have seen friends and neighbours, whom 
you have known and talked with, lying silent and 
still in their last sleep; and it has always filled you 
with serious thoughts. For we all feel a solemn awe 
of Death ; even the chance sight of a funeral causes 
a hush to steal over us, though the dead may be a 
stranger we have neither known nor cared for. And 
why is this ? Is it not because Death is something 
with which we are all personally concerned? It is 
not an accident that only happens to a few, and may 
never come to us. All must die. To every one, 
whether young, old, or middle-aged, the moment 
must come when the eyes will close, never to open 
again on this world. Then, as this is certain, shall 
we not, in the midst of our busy lives, look forward 
now and then calmly to Death ? For surely this is 
wiser than shrinking from all thought of it, or at 
least putting ofi' such thoughts until sickness or old 
age comes to warn us that the end is drawing near. 

What is Death ? It is the separation of the soul 
from the body — those two parts of us that in this life 
are so wonderfully joined together. The soul is by 
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far the higher part, for with it we think and feel, and 
believe and love; and what is more, it is immortal, 
that is, undying. Therefore, the expression we use in 
speaking of a death, " he is gone," is quite a right 
one, for we mean that what is really "he," the soul, 
is gone, leaving the perishing body behind. 

The body dies, but not the soul. Nay, we are per- 
mitted to believe that it has even greater life than 
before, when it has put off the garment of the flesh, 
the corruptible body that weighs down the incor- 
ruptible soul. It is a change, and that is all. It is 
but passing from one room in our Father's House 
to another, to a glorified and beautiful chamber, but 
still His, for this earth is His too, and He is King 
over all. 

Perhaps our Church expresses this change most 
beautifully when, in one of her Collects, Death is 
called " the gate" through which we shall pass to our 
joyful Resurrection. It seems to bring Heaven so 
near, as though we were only divided from it by a 
little door, soon passed, and quickly closed again on 
the eyes of those left behind, but shutting the 
Christian safe into his Home for ever. True it may 
be, that there is sometimes pain and sorrow in the 
last struggle, else David would not have called it 
*' the valley of the shadow of death ;" and our 
Saviour Himself felt something of this shadow when 
he said, " My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto 
Death." 

But it will soon be over. As Bishop Jewel said to 
King Charles the First, before his execution, " There 
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is only one more stage of the journey now, and it is 
a troublesome one, but it will be very short." So 
short, that perhaps hereafter we shall be able to 
" look back and smile" at our own fear of Death. 

"Thou art with me." No words can be sweeter 
than these, written so long ago ; and though to David 
they were sweet, to us they are far more full of 
meaning. Not only is Christ with us in Death, but 
He has tasted it for Himself — a bitter death too, 
terrible and painful, with cruel mocking words falling 
on His dying ear. O, can He not feel for His servants 
in each dying struggle, eacli gasping breath, and hold 
the hand, saying, " I know thy sorrows" ? 

Another comforting thought is, Jesus has taken 
away the sting of Death. How is this P Only reflect 
for a moment what this world was before He came. 
Suppose we carry our thoughts back to that time, and 
imagine ourselves standing then beside a death-bed. 
Though the poor soul might be grieved and wearied 
with the burden of its sins, we could not then have 
pointed to the Saviour, and said, "The Lord hath 
laid on Him the iniquity of us aU." God was then, 
as ever, a merciftil God, but now He is also a recon- 
ciled Father through Jesus Christ. That one Death 
on the Cross has softened Death for evermore. Now 
we may use the triumphant words, " Death, where 
is thy sting P Grave, where is thy victory P" For 
" he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live." 

In the early days of Christianity, many men and 
women were called upon to lay down their lives for 
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Christ's sake. Their deaths were often cruel and 
terrible, yet their enemies were continually astonished 
and enraged to see the bravery and calmness with 
which even the youngest and weakest of the Christian 
Martyrs could die. They could not understand it at 
all. They knew not the secret that, 

Joyfally with Him to die, 
Is not Death, but Victory. 

But now, let each of us ask herself the solemn 
question, " Am I ready to die ? If Death were to caU 
me away now to-day, should I receive the summons 
with joy or with dread?" 0, do not shrink from 
these questions. The time is short, and Death may 
even now be coming near, or if it still delays, only a 
few years must pass before we must face it. Fifty, or 
even forty years hence, how many of us will be alive 
who are here to-day ? Perhaps not one. Our bodies 
will be lying in the quiet grave, and our souls, where 
will they be ? Ah, that is the question. At all events 
we shall have entered on a new life, we shall have 
begun to spend Eternity somewhere. Have you ever 
considered what Eternity is P A thousand years after 
our deaths we shall be no nearer the end of it than 
we were at first. Our life upon earth will seem to 
us then but a little speck far away in the distance. 
Therefore, is it not important to us to know wJiere 
this wonderful endless life will be spent, whether 
among the Bedeemed or among the lost P make 
your choice at once, for the present is all we can call 
our own. The past is. gone for ever, and we may 
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not reckon on the future : so begin now, this very day, 
if you have not done so before, to think seriously 
about the life to come. 

Are you in doubt how to begin the work of your 
salvation? Simply go to the Lord Jesus and pour 
out all your heart before Him. Tell Him all your 
anxiety about the future, that you earnestly desire to 
walk in that way that leads to Everlasting Life. Ask 
Him to wash your soul in His own blood, and to give 
you pardon and peace. Do not be afraid that He will 
not listen to you; if you are only in earnest. He is 
sure to be even more ready to hear than you are to 
pray, for He has said to all, " Come unto me," and, 
" Him that cometh unto me I will in nowise cast out. 

To-day Thy mercy calls us. 
To wash away our sm, 
However great our trespass, 
Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
Our hearts have turned away, 
Thy precious Blood can cleanse us, 
And make us white to-day. 

To-day Thy gate is open. 
And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father's welcome. 
And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
A present joy be given, 
A future grace be promised, 
A glorious crown in Heaven. 

If we have Jesus for our Friend and Saviour, we 
shall never fear Death. We shall feel secure that 
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neither it nor anything else can separate us from His 
love. Like St. Paul, we shall be able to say, " To 
die is gain." It will be but a peaceful falling asleep, 
and waking up in the bright morning of the Eternal 
Day. 
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HOME. 



PART I. 



•''There is no place like Home" is an old sajring, 
and a very true one. For it matters very little 
whether the home be large or small, grand or humble, 
in a narrow street in the town, or in the open country, 
wherever, or of whatever degree it may be, home is 
liome, and no other place in the world can be quite 
what those four walls are to us. We speak in a tone 
of pity of any poor creatures who are homeless, for we 
feel, almost without thinking about the matter at all, 
that if we were in their sad case, we should be 
without one of the greatest blessings that God has 
^ven us. 

So I believe that there is scarcely one among us 
who does not love the very name of Home. It has a 
pleasant, restfiil sound in our ears. Those who have 
been in service, or much separated from their home 
in early days, can well remember the joy it was to 
them to *'go home," if onl^ for a very short holiday; 
.and they also remember the sorrowful longing for 
home which came over them when they were ill 
or lonely, which has very well been called Home 
^sickness. 
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But perhaps to a wife and mother Home is especially 
dear, and that for one or two reasons. First, because 
it is her own, her little kingdom, over which she may 
rule wisely or imwisely ; and secondly, because it con- 
tains those who are more to her than all the world 
besides. For what would home be to her without her 
husband and children ? It simply would not be home 
at all. Her home happiness springs out of the love 
she has for them, and wherever she and they are all 
living together, that is her home. She would not 
care to inhabit the finest palace apart from them. 

Often a mother loves the very walls of her home, 
for the sake of the happiness that is past, and because 
years after they bring back to her mind all the events, 
small as well as great, that have taken place within 
them. For sometimes it happens that, when she is 
old, death, or other circumstances, has dispersed and 
broken up her once large home circle. But still she 
likes to live on at the old place, to sit and look at her 
husband's chair, and fancy him coming in at the door, 
or to picture the cluster of little heads as they used to 
gather round the well-worn table. And though this 
sounds sad, it is not altogether sad, for it is only that 
the evening of her life has come, and she may look 
forward to another and better Heavenly Home, of 
which we will speak by-and-bye. 

So I think it is certain that Home is very dear to 
a mother — at least if it be not dear to her, there must 
be something altogether wrong about her nature, and 
she is more to be pitied than if she were a wanderer 
and outcast, and had no home at all in the wide world. 
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But now I will go on to another view of the subject, 
and shall beg you one and all to ask yourselves this 
very important question, " What have I made my 
home?' Perhaps you are surprised at my putting 
the question in this way. But I am convinced of 
this, that Home is precisely what you, as wives and 
mothers, make it, and that your power of making it 
whatever you please is very great indeed, greater 
perhaps than you have any idea of. For home may- 
be either a blessing or a curse ; it may be everything 
to your husband and children, or it may be worse 
than nothing: All is in your own power. 

But we will look a little more closely into the 
matter. First then, WThat have you made home for 
your husband? Is it the pleasantest place in tho 
world to him P As the evening is the time when he 
is chiefly in his home, what sort of evening do you 
make for him? How does the room look when he 
comes in ? Is the floor clean and the furniture neatly 
arranged? Is the window bright and the fireplace 
swept up? Such things as these make all the dif- 
ference to the appearance of a room. Though your 
husband does not say much, you may be quite sure 
that it does make a difierence to him after a hard 
day's work whether he finds his home' looking neat 
and cheerful, or dull and untidy. A room may be 
ever so well furnished, and yet look uncomfortable, 
if there is washing about, or the remains of the 
children's tea on the table. 

And there is something of still greater importance 
to be asked. With what sort of /ace do you receive 
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your husband P Is it witli a bright, cheerful face, or 
a dull, discontented one P Do you look up and smile 
when he comes in, or merely just go on with what- 
ever you are doing? A wife's face should be the 
pleasantest and brightest thing in a husband's home. 
And do you not think his eye would rest on you with 
greater pleasure if you would smarten yourself up a 
little before he comes inP You need not do more 
than smooth your hair, and perhaps put' a clean 
apron on, if you have one. You cannot help having 
on your working dress, but that need not have holes 
in it, and the body may fit neatly, and become you as 
well as a newer gown. Your attention to all these 
little matters will have its effect on your husband's 
mind, and they are therefore not beneath your notice. 
You may believe me when I tell you, that more 
husbands have been driven to the public-house by an 
imcomfortable and uninviting home than by any other 
came whatever. 

Again, What do you talk about to your husband ? 

Perhaps I need scarcely tell you to keep your 
tongue from sharp, hasty, or irritable speeches. Yet 
I fear some wives think it " no harm" to give their 
husbands *^a piece of their mind," as they call it, 
and then to say to themselves by way of excuse, " We 
poor women have a hard life of it, we cannot always 
be as sweet as sugar in our words." But remember, 
dear friends, that " by our words we shall be justified, 
and by our words we shall be condemned." Words 
are always of no small importance. Harsh words 
alone have driven many a man from his home, and 
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made it a curse to him, and not a blessing. Therefore, 
if your husband should speak hastily to you now and 
then, give him- gentle words in return. You may win 
him by love, but never by ill-tempered answers and 
cross looks. 

It often happens that a mother has many little 
anxieties and trials during the day. But though it 
. would often be a relief to her to pour these out, I 
would advise her not to trouble her husband with 
them. I do not mean that any great trouble or 
difficulty should not be shared by husband and wife 
equally. They may take counsel together about many 
things, and help one another to come to a right 
decision. But a wife need not pour into a husband's 
ear all her petty vexations. Many a father, really 
fond of his children, is wearied out by his wife's 
incessant talk about them, their little naughtinesses, 
slight ailments, and the like. When your husband is 
at home, make him your first object, and your children 
the second. Talk about some subject that he likeSj 
and even if you feel weary, rouse yourself to feel an 
interest in anything he may have to tell you. Many 
a man is soured by want of sympathy in his home. 
But if he finds his wife his best friend, his pleasantest 
companion, his ever ready listener, he will not seek 
society elsewhere. His home will be to him the 
brightest spot on earth. 

But it is not merely a question of how best to induce 
your husband to remain at home in his evenings, it is 
on higher grounds than these that I ask, What have 
you made your home ? 
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No doubt the thought has often occurred to you 
that marriage is a very solemn thing. It is a holy 
state, because it was ordained by God Himself. You 
and your husband were called to it, not only to help 
each other in this world's concerns, but also to help 
each other on the way to Heaven. Are you on your 
part doing this for him ? Are you helping or hindering 
him on the heavenly road P Does he see in his home 
that religion is cared for, and that you are striving to 
seek first the £[ingdom of God and His righteousness. 
Probably he sees little enough of religion when he 
goes out into the world. Therefore let him see in his 
own home that God is honoured, and that his wife at 
least finds her strength and comfort in her Lord and 
Saviour. So mighty is the power of example, that 
many a man has thus been led to seek the Lord for 
himself. You need not talk much about religion. A 
meek, humble, and Christian spirit in a wife has far 
more influence than many words. 

Well it is if husband and wife are together seeking 
the Better Coimtry! Remember always that, next 
to the grace of God, there is no better aid to doing 
right than the strengthening, brightening influence of 
a happy earthly home. Happy the man who can look 
upon his home as a " little sanctuary" in the midst of 
a life of toil and temptation. Onee more I would bid 
you ask yourselves the question. What have I made 
my home P 
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In the last chapter we considered the possibility of 
making your Homes all that God has intended them, 
to be, and I tried to point out that whether a home 
is happy or miserable depends, in great measure at 
least, on yourselves. But an"* important part of the 
subject still remains for us to think about, and that 
is, the bringing up and training of Children. 

Now children are a most precious gift that God 
Himself has given you. True it is, that they bring 
oares, but they bring also a wonierfiil gladness to 
the mother's heart ! I dare say you have often felt 
that life has been sweeter, more worth having, since 
your first child came to cheer you, and you could 
not but thank God for giving you so great a blessing. 

And childhood is in itself so sweet and fresh and 
innocent, that the little ones seem to bring a little 
bit of Heaven with them down to earth. " If there 
were no children it would be as though the spring- 
time were left out of the year," is a good and pretty 
saying. Our Saviour when He was upon earth loved 
children, and He loves them still. He called them to 
come to Him, and spoke the tender words that have for 
ever sanctified childhood, and must be especially sweet 
to a mother's ear : " Suffer little children to come 
unto Me, and forbid them not ; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.'* 
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But children are not only a joy and blessiDg to 
parents, they are something more, and that is a 
respomibility. 

Do you know the meaning of this latter word ? It 
means having to answer to some one, or in other 
words, to give an account how you have used some- 
thing entrusted to you. 

Now God has entrusted children to you, and to 
Him you will have to give an account how you have 
used that trust. God has said to you, " Take these 
children and train them for Me." Now this is a 
solemn thought. It would be too solemn, and the 
responsibility too great, if parents had not also the 
comfort of knowing that they are not to undertake 
the trust in their own strength alone. God, to whom 
they are to answer, will give them help in the work, 
and He is saying to every Christian mother who 
looks to Him, " I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will 
help thee." 

Now there is a right and a wrong way of doing 
nearly everything, and therefore I would say to you 
who are mothers. Try to bring up your children in the 
right way from the very first. You have to make 
your child^s body as healthy as it is possible for it 
to be, and you have to train his soul to be a happy 
immortal spirit in heaven. This latter part of your 
work may be called moral training, and of this we 
will think to-day. 

Some mothers will perhaps say, "Surely, as long 
as my child is young it does not signify about 
training; by-and-bye, when he is older, it will be 
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time enough to think about it." But in saying this 
they are apt to forget that a child's mind mmt always 
he receiving impressions of some kind. And impressions 
received in early childhood are often the most deep 
and lasting, so lasting that they have an eflfect for 
good or evil in years to come. It is a sad thought 
that harm done to a child's mind in very early 
years can, alas ! in some cases, never be undone. 

Now God has put into your child's heart a strong 
feeling of love to, and trust in, his mother. Even a 
very young infant turns by instinct to its mother, 
knowing that it is she who supplies all its wants ; in 
her arms it is tossed up or soothed to sleep, and thus 
all the joys of its little life are somehow connected 
with her. Now it is for you never to lessen this 
feeling of trust in your child's mind. Remember 
that a child will not trust you in the same way after 
it has- once been deceived, and yet, alas! how common 
it is for mothers to act untruthfully towards their 
children. For instance, how often you hear said to a 
child, " If you don't leave off being naughty, the 
black man wiU have you," or "If you are not quiet, 
the policeman will take you away." This is said 
with a view of frightening children into obedience, 
and it has in two ways the worst possible effect. 
In the first place, children soon find out that those 
threats mean nothing, and therefore they fail alto- 
gether of their object. What is far worse is, that the 
mother is lowered in her child's eyes by her deceit, 
for she has told a falsehood, in threatening him with 
what she knows cannot be fulfilled. 
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And the system is a wrong one in another way, 
and that is, that there is cruelty always in working 
upon a child's fears. ^ The empty threats may have 
no effect in the bright daylight; but when night 
comes on, how many a child has been make miserable 
by the mere thought of its mother's foolish words, 
and all its life long may dread " the dark " instead 
of learning to trust itself each night, (as even a yoxmg 
child may,) to the loving Father, to whom "the 
darkness and light are both alike." 

Surely there must be a better way of managing 
children than this, of making them obedient, and yet 
happy and trustftd, from the very beginning of their 
little lives. 

Much may be done by gentle firmness. Always 
he firm with your children. For instance, a child is 
apt to want many things to play with, that he might 
break or spoil. Say in such a case, quietly and 
firmly, "No, you must not have that," and then 
keep to your word. Do not give in, because in doing 
so there is no real kindness either to yourself or the 
child. He will soon find out that his mother's 
"No" means nothing, and will think little of it. 
I have seen a mother give her child a cake or a 
halfpenny, after she had refused it two or three 
times, " just for peace and quiteness sake," forgetting 
that the peace and quietness thus bought encourages 
a sad habit of teasing in her child, and, alas ! shows 
him pretty plainly, that he need not be obedient, for 
he can always "get the better of mother." 

Another rule is — Never punish children when 
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you are yourself angry. Yet mothers will often 
slap and shake children in anger, at the same 
time pouring out a torrent of sharp irritated words. 
Now this kind of punishment always does harm. 
In many cases children are cowed and hardened for 
life by it, in all it has the effect of lessening the love 
and reverence God has put into their hearts for their 
mother. 

Besides this, how terrible is the example thus set 
to a child ! How can a mother teach him that anger 
is a sin, if she herself gives way to it? And a 
woman, who cannot rule her temper, has very little 
chance of ruling her children. There can be little 
real respect for a mother whose tongue gets the 
mastery over her. But a gentle calm reproof given 
in a loving manner will often sink deeper into a 
child's heart, and will be remembered in years to 
come. 

But are children never to be pimished P I believe 
that much may be done without punishments, and at 
all events it is a better system to rule by love than by 
fear. But in some cases when children are young, a 
short infliction of pain as a whipping, given seldom, 
may have a good effect, but it should be done without 
the slightest approach to anger. Rather show your 
child how grieved you are to punish' him, and to 
see "mother sorry" will touch a warmhearted 
affectionate child. 

Sometimes mothers treat Ughtly a serious fault, 
such as teUing an untruth, but visit with the greatest 
severity a piece of carelessness, such as breaking a cup 
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or plate. Now, of the two faults, the untruthfulness is 
by far the greater, though it may have no inconyenient 
consequences to yourself as the breaking of the cup 
has. It is a sin in the sight of God, and as such 
you shoujd never pass it over. Teach your child 
to fear above all things displeasing Him who seeth 
not as man seeth. 

Encouragement and praise have always more in- 
fluence for good than scolding and threats. How 
much better to say to a child, "I hope I shall be 
able to tell father when he comes come in, that you 
have been a good boy," than to be always telling him 
that "Father" will punish him by-and-bye; thus 
making the children dread their father's appearance,' 
and causiQg him to look forward with anything but 
pleasure to a home where he is constantly received 
with complaints of the little ones' naughtiness. 

Praise, given in a cheerful encouraging tone, will 
often do wonders in helping a child over difficulties, 
and difficulties in plenty there are in the path of all 
children, that seem mountains to their small eyes. 
I remember hearing an aunt say to a little niece who 
was trsring to learn how to dam a stocking, "It's 
little good you'll ever do at it," on which the poor 
child looked disheartened, and felt no doubt that all 
her tr3ring for the time to come would be in vain. 
But, if her aunt had encouraged her by telling her, 
she was improving a little, or had at least praised 
her diligence, the little girl would no doubt have 
darned on patiently, until she had vanquished all her 
difficulties. 
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Always make a point of shewing sympathy with, 
your children. The joys and sorrows of childhood 
seem to ns very small matters ; yet the grief a child 
feels about a broken toy may be overwhelming to 
the little mind that cannot look forward beyond 
the present moment. The few minutes spent in 
comforting the grieving child are not waste of time. 
The grief will soon be forgotten ; but the impression 
that "mother cares" will be a lasting one. How 
much sin and sorrow in after life is avoided, when 
children have grown up with the habit of telling 
their mother everything, whether griefs or faults, in 
the fiill certainty that she will enter lovingly into 
each little trouble ! Many a young man might have 
been saved from ruin, if he had felt that he could 
go to his mother freely with the confession of each 
boyish misdeed, and be received with love and for- 
giveness. And though her love may be "true and 
sweet,*' it is but the type and shadow of the love 
still tenderer of the Heavenly Father who has 
promised to receive us, sinners as we are, and give 
us pardon peace and blessedness. 

Though a mother's heart may often be full of 
anxiety, she has the comfort of knowing that she 
is invited to lay all her cares before the Lord in 
prayer. Each trouble will be lighter, and each 
difficulty will lessen, when she has spread it before 
the Lord, who has promised to supply " all the need " 
of those who come to Him. And when she has done 
this she need not be too careful and anxious about 
the future. Her work may be far from perfect, 
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but it will be blest for ^'she hath done what she 
could." The rest she may leave to God, knowing 
that, whatever may befall herself or her dear ones, 
she and they are safe in His Hand. 
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OUR HEAVENLY HOME. 



Afteb a long weary day^s work, who is there who is 
not glad to return to his home and to rest ? Best is 
very sweet after work, as we all know ; and the more 
weary the limbs, the more welcome is the thought that 
for to-night at least their toil is at an end, and that 
sleep, one of God's good gifts, has been fairly earned. 

I dare say the labouring man often thinks of his 
home when he is at work. The mere thought of 
resting there, when evening comes, is pleasant to him. 
In his home he may put off his working dress, and 
also his working thoughts. He may look for repose 
of mind as well as of body when he returns to his own 
fireside. 

And a wife and mother, too, finds her greatest 
comfort and pleasure in her home. There is<^an 
especial kind of happiness there, which she does not 
meet with elsewhere. However much she may enjoy 
a visit to friends at a distance, she still longs to be at 
home again. When the day comes for her to return, 
and she enters the well-known door, what a happy 
restful feeling comes into her heart ! No place can 
be like home. All of you must have felt this at some 
time or another. 
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Now an earthly home is given to us all^ to be a 
type or shadow of our real, our true Home, which is 
our Father's House, "not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens/' That is our only lasting and perfect 
home, where there will be " fulness of joy." For into 
the happiest earthly home sorrow enters sometimes, 
and cares and anxieties, and little fretting worries 
are always at hand, as we well know. Or at best 
our happiness here is not perfect happiness; it is a 
common saying that nothing in this world is perfect, 
and although we may have many good things, it is but 
too common for us to be longing for something still 
better. But in Heaven not only will sorrow and care 
find no place, but our joy will be so satisfying, so 
complete, that we shall desire nothing more. Not one 
cl6ud will ever darken our sky there. 

Shall we read in the Bible what is said about this 
happy Home P In the fourteenth chapter of St. John, 
Jesus Himself speaks of it thus : — " In my Father's 
house are many mansions : if it w&re not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you unto myself, that where I am there 
ye may be also." 

What loving words these are of our Lord's ! What 
pity and tenderness are in the expression, '^ I go to 
prepare a place for you," as though He would say, 
" I know what will best satisfy the soul of man after 
earth's sorrows, and that will I make ready for him 
in my Father's house." 
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In the Book of Revelation we read, "And the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself shall be with them, and be their God. And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain : for the 
former things are passed away. And I saw no temple 
therein, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are the temple of it. 

" And the city had no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon, to shine in it, for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof 

Isaiah speaks of Heaven in the following beautiful 
words : — 

" And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon 
their heads ; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away." 

What cheering words these are to our poor weary 
souls! We long to be among the company of the 
Blessed, and are inclined to say with David, " that 
I had wings like a dove, for then would I flee away 
€tnd be at rest." 

For we all know what it is to be tired^ weary in 
hody and mind, and therefore the idea of rest is very 
pleasant to us. Or if we are in pain of body, and 
sigh for relief and freedom from it, how welcome is 
the prospect of ease and peace ! Many a sufferer has 
been cheered on the bed of sickness by the thought 
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of entering the land ''where the inhabitant shall 
no more say, I am sick." Pain and weariness are 
nothing to one who is near the gate of his Heavenly 
Home. How cheerfully aged and failing servants of 
Christ will often accept their infirmities, because they 
know that only a few short months or years must 
pass, and then a new, fresh, bright life wiU begin for 
them, in which there wiU be no growing old, for the 
decaying body has been put off for ever ! 

Yet Heaven will be delightful, not only because pain 
and sorrow will be absent. There we shall have the 
keenest enjoyment, an actual real happiness, com- 
pared to which our greatest joy in this world will 
seem faint and dim. We shall not be idle in Heaven, 
but continually employed in the service of Him we 
love, though what that service is we know not. 

Sometimes we are apt to think about Heaven as a 
dim shadowy place with which we have no present 
concern. But it is a real actual abode, our true 
Home, compared to which these dwelling-places of 
ours made with hands and lasting but a few years 
are as nothing. Soon will this life pass away, and 
Heaven will be a reality to us then. Indeed earth 
is but the shadow; the better life, the substance. 
"The things which are seen are temporal, but the 
thiugs which are not seen are eternal." 

But you may be inclined to ask, "Can this 
blessed Home be meant for me? May I really 
look forward to living there? Is it my home — ^my 
very own P " 
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Jesus has said, "I will that those whom Thou 
hast given me be with me where I amJ^ There is 
no doubt expressed here. 

But the solemn question is, "Are you one of 
Christ's own? Is He to you a living Saviour? 
Are you among those who delight to serve Him 
because of their, love to Him ? And above all, have 
you asked Him to wash your soul in His own Blood 
that it may be clean from all sin ?" 

For without that washing none can enter the 
gate of Heaven. We cannot pass into the happy 
land with our garments soiled by the sins of earth. 
But Jesus offers us clean and fair raiment which 
even the poor.est sinner may put on, the robe of His 
own Righteousness. 

Surely you will not turn a deaf ear to Him that 
offers so much. Surely you do care whether you are 
on the way to Heaven or not. 

I believe that the thought of our Heavenly Home 
cannot fail to have an influence for good on our 
daily lives. Not only will it cheer us when we are 
toiling and weary, but it will also keep us from 
falling into sin. For each sin will seem to us as 
a dark cloud between us and our Home: each sin 
of temper, or harsh words, or unkind thoughts; 
all, alas ! will hide Heaven from our gaze, and drag 
us down to earth. 

But happy shall we be if we can feel that 
each day is bringing us nearer to Heaven ; and 
though old age or sickness may be advancing 
rapidly upon us, and the earthly home is breaking 
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up and ceasing to be, the True Home above is 
ever brightening to our view, till at last only the 
narrow river of Death has to be crossed before we 
enter with exceeding joy into the presence of God 
and of the Lamb. 
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